
Eyes of Hawaii General Meeting
September 23 2019, 7:03pm to 8:20pm

St Louis Alumni Association Clubhouse, Kalaepohaku Room

Member Eddie Freeman showed the members a video of his vacation at Big Bear Lake 
in San Bernardino, CA.  Eddie shot the footage with his drone.

Treasurers Report - Don Rostow reports that the balance in the Club’s checking ac-
count is $7509.31.  The 100th member has just signed up!

Thank you to Linda Sue for taking minutes while Wilma is cruising the high seas

PhotoCon
Congratulations to Mark Kaku for winning the Pro Photo lights at Photocon.

EOH Christmas Party
Wendel Leong reports “nothing new” but deposit was put in to secure the space and the
Club will need to guarantee 50 to 60 people for the event.

Club meeting space
Wendel Leong reports that the normal rental rate for our meeting room at the St 

Louis Clubhouse is $800 to the general public and $650 to St Louis Alumni. Clubhouse 
Director David Diamond has offered us a special rent of $150 per meeting.  As part of 
this special offer, Milton and I offered to provide photographers when needed by the SL 
Alumni. 
This past Sunday was the annual St Louis Alumni Homecoming Luau which occurred 
from 4 pm to 9 pm.  Mr Diamond asked if a photographer could be provided . Beside 

Wendel, Stephen Fong and Clinton Goo also volunteered. Although
not all the tables were filled, there were about 27 tables with eight chairs each of which 
needed to be documented. I had purchased a table and invited family and friends there 
to enjoy the luau. 

Wendel commented that EOH covered the event well and mentioned that in the 
future, it would be nice to have more people step up and volunteer to help out at SL 
Alumni Association events because of the special deal they’ve given to EOH.

Mouna Arts and Cultural Village
EOH members — Milton Hee, Eddie Freeman, Vanessa Nishimura, Linda Sue, Chris 
Chin, Aj Jaeger, Bea Koyasu, Gail Sue, Cora Hiranaka, Don Rostow, Jennifer Chung, 
Minori Inoue and guest Hiromi Nagatsuka — had a great tour of the Mouna Arts and 
Cultural Village, in Waianae this past Saturday.  

Artist and founder of the Cultural  Village, Muthukumaru "Sooriya" Sooriyakumar,
spoke to us about the need for Peace, Love and unconditional Love.  

Asian philosophy and Zen Buddhism KCC Professor Robin Fujikawa spoke to us 
about the memorial garden that Sooriya created for his son Gen at the Cultural Village.  
Gen Fujikawa was 18 years old when he dies from a diving accident.  When living, Gen 
would give some of his catch to the homeless along the Waianae Coast,  Gen once told 
his father that what would make him happy was “a boat, a mango tree and a lychee 
tree.”  In addition to these three things, Sooriya’s memorial also includes a small struc-
ture with a pounded copper basin.



We were grouped with members from the Boys and Girls Club of Waianae. We 
broke up into three small groups comprising of kids and older kids (adults) all of whom 
were challenged to photograph an animal, the stream, a landscape, plant, a piece of art.
We don't recollect that we did much in the way of mentoring, but at least the kids got to 
see that it’s fun to follow your passion and hang out with like minded friends regardless 
of age.

We were then invited by Sooriya, to participate in the creation of a life-size sculp-
ture of a mother whale and calf by using a wooden mallet to curve the copper. The ac-
tion is to help create Peace. We also made Origami whales, which will be used based 
on the Thousand Cranes concept. 

Finally, they served us a wonderful vegetarian lunch that included dal, a green 
salad, turmeric rice, curry and breadfruit.

Sooriya is thinking of putting up a display of our pictures along with the Boys and 
Girls club and displaying them. Sonia and Sooriya is asking all EOH participants to se-
lect their 3 favorite pictures for sharing. More details will be coming later. 

Theme of the month slideshow was coordinated by Cora Hiranaka and titled “Endless
Summer”.  Thanks to all who contributed.

“On Location” Workshop 
(For more info:  https://procamerahawaii.com/blogs/news-and-events/on-location)

Pro Camera Hawaii is starting a new series of workshops called “On Location”. 
Their first workshop will be held on Saturday, Oct 12 at a Private Estate in Waimanalo. 
It includes talks by Tamron, Breakthrough filters and includes a photoshoot with models.
Early registration is $15… however, the event is sold out, but you can have the option to
be waitlisted. 

Francis Haar Exhibit, James Young Museum, UH Manoa
On Sunday, October 20 from 2 to 3 pm, there will be a Special Tour for Photogra-

phers and photography enthusiasts, which will be led by Gaye Chan and Maika Pollack 
with the Analog Sunshine Recorders.  This special tour is open to the general public.

Guest Speaker: Gaye Chan

Gaye Chan is an artist, a Professor of art UH Mānoa, and was the acting Museum and 
Gallery Director from April 2018 to July 2019. During this period she curated a number 
of exhibitions. One of which is the current photography show on Francis Haar's work in 
the 1960s, the subject of tonight's talk. 

She is also the co-founder of Eating in Public, an anti-capitalism project nudging 
a little space outside of the State and commodity systems. Following the path of pirates 
and nomads, hunters and gathers, diggers and levelers, they gather at people’s homes, 
plant free food gardens on private and public land, set up free stores, all without permis-
sion. Chan’s work has been supported by Art Matters, and the Creative Capital Founda-
tion.  She introduced the concept of Free Stores.

One of her most recent activities is making baskets/bags from plastic shipping 
straps.  She plans to sell these woven baskets for what it costs here based on the Living
Wage.  If the basket takes 4 hours to complete and the wage rate is $11 per hour, the 
basket is sold for $44.  She makes each basket one basket at a time and has no plans 
to export the labor overseas.  Her bags are sold at the UH Bookstore.  Her Instagram is 
@foraged_in_entirety.

http://nomoola.com/
https://procamerahawaii.com/blogs/news-and-events/on-location

